JOMO K. JOHNSON
PASTOR · CHURCH PLANTER · YOUTH & CHILDREN'S MINISTRY LEADER · AUTHOR · MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY ENTREPRENEUR
M.Div. · Licensed Minister · Church Planter · Youth Pastor · Author · Founder, SMS Novel

PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY
Experienced pastor, church planter, youth and children's ministry leader, author, entrepreneur, and media innovator with more than 15 years of ministry experience spanning urban church planting, pastoral leadership, youth discipleship, children's programming, community outreach, preaching, teaching, publishing, and digital media.
Pastoral experience includes planting and pastoring Philly Open Air Church in North Philadelphia from 2010–2014, serving as an assistant pastor of youth and children, directing next-generation ministry in a United Methodist congregation, and leading youth ministry in a United Methodist church.

Publicly recognized for combining traditional pastoral ministry with unconventional outreach, publishing, hip-hop culture, technology, film, digital storytelling, and community engagement. His ministry in Philadelphia was covered by WHYY and The Philadelphia Inquirer, including his street-corner preaching, neighborhood ministry, youth work, and the development of Philly Open Air Church.

Founder of SMS Novel, an interactive storytelling, publishing, film, and technology venture launched in 2018. His work has expanded from books and publishing into interactive media, AI-assisted storytelling, filmmaking, livestreaming, and drone technology.

Known for building ministries and organizations from the ground up, developing creative programming for children and youth, communicating effectively across cultural and generational boundaries, and using emerging technology to extend the reach of ministry, storytelling, and community engagement.

PASTOR & CHURCH PLANTER EXPERIENCE
Founder & Pastor / Co-Pastor
Philly Open Air Church — North Philadelphia, PA
2010–2014
Founded and pastored a grassroots, urban congregation in North Philadelphia designed around neighborhood presence, evangelism, youth engagement, street ministry, and accessible Christian community.
· Planted and launched Philly Open Air Church from the ground up, beginning in 2010 with a small group of college students and developing the ministry into a functioning neighborhood congregation.
· Led worship services, preaching, Bible teaching, pastoral care, discipleship, evangelism, and community outreach.
· Developed a ministry model that intentionally moved beyond the walls of the church, taking preaching, prayer, and evangelism directly into North Philadelphia neighborhoods.
· Regularly conducted street-corner preaching and outdoor ministry in North Philadelphia, West Kensington, Fairhill, and surrounding communities.
· Developed ministry relationships with young people and families in neighborhoods affected by poverty, violence, and limited access to traditional community resources.
· Led youth-oriented discipleship and used contemporary culture — particularly hip-hop and urban music — as a point of engagement for conversations about faith, morality, identity, and discipleship.
· Oversaw church operations, community relationships, volunteers, worship programming, outreach, and ministry logistics.
· Helped establish the church in storefront facilities and developed the congregation's identity around an accessible, neighborhood-centered approach to ministry.
· Worked collaboratively with other pastors and ministry leaders, including co-pastor Curt Saxton.
· Integrated writing, publishing, music, radio, and emerging digital media into ministry outreach.
Documented Philadelphia Ministry Impact
WHYY profiled Johnson in 2013 as a North Philadelphia pastor who regularly took his Christian message onto the streets. The report described Philly Open Air Church as a storefront congregation and highlighted Johnson's transition from seminary toward urban church planting.
The Philadelphia Inquirer separately profiled Philly Open Air Church in 2013, describing its storefront location, Sunday worship, Bible study, prayer meetings, children's participation, and the pastors' practice of preaching on neighborhood street corners.
The Christian Post reported in 2011 that Johnson's work with young people in Philadelphia influenced his writing and cultural engagement, specifically connecting his youth ministry with his book Deadest Rapper Alive: The Rise of Lil Wayne and the Fall of Urban Youth.

Assistant Pastor of Youth & Children
New City Fellowship — Fredericksburg, VA
2014–2016
· Served a cross-cultural, multi-ethnic PCA congregation in pastoral ministry.
· Led youth and children's programming, discipleship, teaching, and Sunday ministry.
· Developed age-appropriate Bible teaching and discipleship environments for children and teenagers.
· Worked closely with parents and families to strengthen participation and continuity in children's and youth ministries.
· Participated in the congregation's broader ministry of cross-cultural reconciliation and community engagement.
· Combined preaching, teaching, pastoral care, relationship-building, and program development in a multi-generational church environment.

Social Justice/Community Advocacy & Public Leadership
Founder & Lead Organizer | Savannah, GA | 2016 – 2018
· Grassroots Leadership & Organizational Operations: Founded and administered the Black Lives Matter Savannah unofficial chapter, managing organizational messaging, public relations, and large-scale community mobilization. Managed local group, help coordinate strategic meetings.
· Public Advocacy & Government Relations: Led public testimony before the Chatham County Commission, advocating for civil rights and holding law enforcement leadership accountable regarding county detention facility conditions.
· Event Coordination & Crisis Navigation: Coordinated public demonstrations, including the July 2016 Savannah march; liaised directly with local law enforcement and municipal authorities on route safety and event logistics while delivering key remarks at City Hall.
· Public Speaking & Media Relations: Served as the primary spokesperson in televised broadcast interviews (WJCL, WTOC) to clarify organization messaging, rally community participation, and detail scheduled campaign initiatives.
· Community Mental Health & Awareness Initiatives: Conceptualized and executed a targeted 2017 public awareness campaign highlighting suicide prevention within the Black community and the role of faith-based organizations, covered nationally by Atlanta Black Star.
· Author & Literary Advocacy: Authored and published The Gospel: King Trump Version (2016), leveraging literary works to drive public discourse on faith, political leadership, and social justice.















YOUTH & CHILDREN'S MINISTRY LEADERSHIP

Assistant Pastor / Youth Pastor New City Fellowship — Fredericksburg, VA 2014–2026
Directed comprehensive youth and congregational ministry programming for middle- and high-school students and their families.
Planned and led weekly youth gatherings, discipleship classes, retreats, mission trips, and community outreach initiatives.
Preached regular Sunday sermons and delivered weekly teaching in pastoral, discipleship, and intergenerational contexts.
Provided ongoing pastoral care, spiritual counseling, and family crisis support to students and church members.
Managed volunteer leadership teams, program schedules, event logistics, safety policies, and ministry budgets.
Fostered active youth engagement through regular personal mentorship, home visits, and consistent family communication.
Designed structured opportunities for teenagers to engage in worship leadership, local community service, and cross-cultural ministry.
Partnered with senior pastoral staff and church leadership to align youth initiatives with overall church vision and intergenerational growth.


Youth Director
Bridgewater United Methodist Church — Bridgewater, VA
2023–2026
· Directed youth ministry programming for middle- and high-school students.
· Planned and led weekly youth gatherings, Bible studies, special events, retreats, service opportunities, and community activities.
· Preached and taught regularly to teenagers in a pastoral and discipleship context.
· Provided pastoral care and relationship-based support to students and families.
· Coordinated volunteers, parents, schedules, transportation, event logistics, and youth programming.
· Built youth engagement through consistent personal relationships and family communication.
· Created opportunities for teenagers to participate in worship, service, fellowship, Bible study, and community life.
· Collaborated with children's and broader church leadership to strengthen intergenerational ministry.

CHURCH PLANTING & MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT
Founder / Lead Church Planter
Rochester Church Planting Initiative — Rochester, NY
2026–Present
· Developing a grassroots church-planting network designed to create multiple small, affinity-based Christian communities throughout Rochester.
· Developing ministry models specifically designed for different communities, interests, generations, and life experiences.
· Building core teams, outreach systems, leadership structures, community partnerships, and launch strategies.
· Developing models that move beyond the traditional one-size-fits-all church structure.
· Creating specialized ministry communities focused on areas including seniors, activists, artists, food/community, neighborhood house churches, and active lifestyles.
· Incorporating digital media, documentary storytelling, online communication, social media, and technology into church-planting outreach.
· Developing filmed classes, discussion groups, neighborhood gatherings, and community-based ministry opportunities.
· Applying more than a decade of pastoral and church-planting experience to a new multi-congregational ministry model.

PASTORAL & COMMUNITY OUTREACH LEADERSHIP
Urban Ministry & Evangelism
· Experience preaching and teaching in both traditional church settings and unconventional public environments.
· Experience taking ministry directly into neighborhoods through street preaching, prayer, outreach, and personal evangelism.
· Developed relationships with young people and families outside traditional church environments.
· Experienced in ministry among economically diverse and culturally diverse communities.
· Comfortable communicating Christian theology in contemporary cultural contexts.
· Experienced working at the intersection of faith, youth culture, music, media, race, community development, and public conversation.

AUTHOR & PUBLIC COMMUNICATOR
Johnson has written and published books addressing Christianity, culture, youth, relationships, race, hip-hop, and contemporary social questions.
Selected Works
Deadest Rapper Alive: The Rise of Lil Wayne and the Fall of Urban Youth
· Research and cultural commentary examining hip-hop's influence on youth identity, morality, and culture.
· Developed in part through Johnson's direct ministry experience with young people in Philadelphia.
· Became the subject of national Christian media coverage.
Call Tyrone: Why Black Women Should Remain Single Or...
· Book examining relationships, marriage, gender, family, and community.
· Covered by The Christian Post in 2012 in an interview with Johnson as pastor of Philly Open Air Church.
Letters to Charles: Cordial Letters to and from an Atheist Friend
· Correspondence-style work exploring Christian faith through sustained dialogue and intellectual engagement.
Additional writing
· Youth ministry articles and commentary.
· Faith and culture essays.
· Contemporary church and social commentary.
· Public writing addressing Christianity, race, youth, culture, and community.

MEDIA, MUSIC & CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT
Johnson has repeatedly used media and popular culture as tools for ministry and communication.
· Worked directly with Philadelphia recording artists and Christian musicians.
· Collaborated with rapper Cassidy on the Behind the B.A.R.S. book and accompanying music project.
· Participated in the creation of faith-oriented multimedia combining books, music, and online content.
· Used contemporary hip-hop culture as an entry point for youth ministry and theological discussion.
· Appeared in interviews concerning Christianity, hip-hop, youth culture, and Philadelphia ministry.
· Developed original written, musical, video, and digital content for ministry and entrepreneurial projects.
HipHop-N-More documented the Cassidy/Jomo Johnson Behind the B.A.R.S. collaboration, including the accompanying music project. Rap Radar also covered the Cassidy/Johnson collaboration and its release.

MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Founder & CEO
SMS Novel / SMS Novel Films
2018–Present
Founded a technology-driven storytelling and media company combining publishing, interactive storytelling, filmmaking, digital content, artificial intelligence, livestreaming, and emerging technology.
· Founded SMS Novel in 2018 as an interactive storytelling and publishing platform.
· Built digital systems connecting authors, readers, filmmakers, performers, and audiences.
· Developed online publishing and interactive storytelling products.
· Built and managed digital content, websites, online customer experiences, and media campaigns.
· Expanded from publishing into film production, interactive media, AI-assisted storytelling, livestreaming, and emerging technology.
· Developed technology-enabled products that combine physical-world experiences with digital media.
· Created multimedia projects incorporating video, audio, writing, artificial intelligence, and interactive participation.
· Developed business models involving online bookings, digital distribution, livestreaming, content production, and technology-enabled services.
· Oversees creative direction, technology experimentation, content strategy, production, marketing, and business development.
Emerging Technology & Drone Media
In 2023–2024, SMS Novel Films developed and publicly launched a drone-based live-streaming security concept and app, extending Johnson's work into commercial drone technology and real-time digital video.
ABC7 reported that SMS Novel Films launched an app through which customers could request live-streaming drone security coverage, with Johnson identified as founder and CEO. The report described the company's multi-city operation and technology for providing live aerial video to customers.
Technology-industry publication DroneXL subsequently covered the company's proposed St. Louis drone program and identified Johnson as its founder, documenting the company's use of live-streaming drone technology and the broader regulatory and privacy discussion surrounding the project.
This work demonstrates practical experience at the intersection of:
· Artificial intelligence
· Digital storytelling
· Film production
· Interactive media
· Web platforms
· Livestreaming
· Mobile/app-based services
· Drone technology
· Digital content distribution
· Online customer engagement
· Entrepreneurship and emerging technology

TECHNOLOGY & DIGITAL SKILLS
Digital Media & Technology
· Website development and management
· Interactive storytelling platforms
· Digital publishing
· Film and video production
· AI-assisted content creation
· Generative AI applications
· Digital marketing and audience development
· Livestreaming and online events
· Social media content strategy
· Online booking and customer-engagement systems
· Drone technology and aerial video
· Multimedia production
· Digital business development
Business & Productivity Systems
· Salesforce Essentials
· CRM and customer-management systems
· Online forms and applications
· Digital communications
· Website-based lead generation
· Online scheduling
· Remote collaboration
· Digital content management

ADVOCACY & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
· Founder of Church For Black Men & Families, a house-church initiative focused on reconnecting Black men and families with Christian community.
· Former social justice advocate with experience engaging public conversations surrounding race, Christianity, youth, policing, community development, and institutional leadership.
· Public speaker and writer on faith, race, youth culture, church leadership, and contemporary social issues.
· Experienced communicating controversial or complex subjects to public audiences through writing, interviews, podcasts, radio, video, and live events.
· Developed ministry and outreach initiatives specifically designed to engage populations often underserved by traditional church structures.

MEDIA COVERAGE & PUBLIC PROFILE
Philadelphia Ministry
WHYY — “Philly pastor, gangster rapper making a joyful noise unto the Lord” — 2013
Profiled Johnson as pastor and co-founder of Philly Open Air Church, documenting the congregation's storefront ministry, street preaching, urban outreach, and Johnson's theological and cultural engagement.
The Philadelphia Inquirer — “N. Philly church a breath of fresh air” — 2013
Featured Philly Open Air Church and Johnson's ministry on 5th Street in North Philadelphia, including worship, children's participation, Bible study, prayer, and street-corner preaching.
The Christian Post — “New Book Claims Lil' Wayne Leads Youth Astray” — 2011
Connected Johnson's writing and cultural critique directly to his experience ministering to young people through Philly Open Air Church.
The Christian Post — “Pa. Pastor Offers Advice for Single Black Women With 'Call Tyrone'” — 2012
Profiled Johnson as pastor of Philly Open Air Church and discussed his published work on relationships, family, and community.
Media & Technology
ABC7 Los Angeles — “High-tech safety solution: You can book security drone in 1 hour through new app” — 2023
Featured Johnson as founder and CEO of SMS Novel Films and documented the company's development of an on-demand drone livestreaming/security application.

EDUCATION
Westminster Theological Seminary
Master of Divinity — 2014
Graduate theological education emphasizing biblical studies, theology, ministry, preaching, pastoral leadership, and church ministry.
Beacon University
B.A., Biblical Studies — 2009–2014

MINISTRY & PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS
· Licensed Minister — Presbyterian Church in America
· Master of Divinity — Westminster Theological Seminary
· Salesforce Essentials Training
· Valid Driver's License

CORE AREAS OF EXPERTISE
Pastoral Leadership · Church Planting · Youth Ministry · Children's Ministry · Family Ministry · Preaching · Teaching · Discipleship · Urban Ministry · Evangelism · Community Outreach · Volunteer Leadership · Curriculum Development · Public Speaking · Authoring · Publishing · Digital Media · Film Production · Interactive Storytelling · Artificial Intelligence · Livestreaming · Drone Technology · Entrepreneurship · Website Management · CRM Systems · Social Media · Cross-Cultural Ministry · Intergenerational Ministry

SELECTED LEADERSHIP DISTINCTION
A distinctive feature of Johnson's ministry career has been the ability to build ministry from the ground up while adapting communication and outreach methods to the culture of the people being served — from storefront and street-corner ministry in North Philadelphia, to youth and children's ministry in Presbyterian and United Methodist congregations, to church planting in Rochester, and ultimately to the development of technology-driven storytelling and media platforms.
His career combines pastoral ministry, church planting, youth development, publishing, cultural engagement, entrepreneurship, and emerging technology in a way that is uncommon among traditional ministry candidates.

